|
G

I
Y

m@rg|ng central _ol(:P[(Lj W
» professionals =

QWA (NSRS ISSOURT NEERASIA GIRANG ) NI T mastr ST AR

REGIONAL ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS’ MESSAGE

Greetings from your Regional Associate Directors! Hard to believe, but 2009 is already behind us; and it has truly
been a successful year for the Central States Region! As we spoke of in the last newsletter, much planning had
gone into this year's Regional Emerging Professionals Summit, held this past October in Ames, IA. Much was
discussed and accomplished. A brief summary has been provided on the following pages, with a full brief available

on our website: www.aiacsrep.org

Directly following the Summit, we had the pleasure of attending the 2009 AlA Central States Region/AlA lowa
Conference held in Des Moines, IA. Emerging Professionals held several engaging seminars and events, including
a forum discussing Generation Gap, a Speed Mentoring Session, a napkin sketch contest and an Emerging
Professional Pub Crawl. There were also several opportunities to engage the local architecture in the Des Moines
area, with walking tours well attended. The conference was also host to the Central States Design Awards.
Congratulations to all firms with award winning projects, and thank you to every firm that submitted! The awards
ceremony was truly a testament to the talent held within the region. To view this year’s winners, please visit the
following link: http://www.aiaiowa.org/associations/7401/files/CSRAIAlowaAwardsPresentationFINAL.pdf

The conference concluded with the Central States Region Council Business Meeting. Here we were pleased to
elect Kevin J. Flynn, AIA, NCARB, IES as the new AIA Central States Regional Director for 2010-2012! Kevin's bio
is available on our website. Kevin will be taking his position alongside Paul Mankins, FAIA, LEED® AP, our current
Director, and is replacing Ed Vidlak, AIA, NCARB. We would like to thank Ed for his relentless dedication to the
Central States Region and especially to the mission of the Emerging Professionals Committee! He has truly been a
tireless advocate throughout his term and will be thoroughly missed! Thank you, Ed!

This past year has also seen the implementation of the Central States Intern Friendly Firm program. The program is
directed at informing recent graduates of a firm’s dedication to providing a structured environment for the training
and development of interns. Through this process, the firm has verified that their interns are provided with the
resources and support necessary to attain the knowledge and experience required to pursue licensure and become
successful architects. This year we are pleased to announce the acceptance of 16 regionally recognized firms and
3 nationally recognized firms from the region into the program. A complete list can be found on the following pages.
Thank you again to everyone who participated and look for the next available application period to be coming in the
first half of the 2010.

We are also pleased to announce that we will be distributing EP jump drives to the region’s graduating seniors once
again! We were successful in our bid to secure an Emerging Professionals Component Grant provided through the
College of Fellows. We were among 40 submittals and were graciously awarded our full requested amount. The
goal of these drives is to spread knowledge of our presence throughout the region, as well as to promote regional
talent retention.

In other noteworthy news, we have successfully held two ARE 4.0 Prep Webinars! The first covered MEP and was
held on October 17th, 2009. The second covered Drawing Vignettes and was held on December 10th. Thank you
for all who participated in these webinars, and look for upcoming sessions this New Year! We hope to hold a
Structures session sometime in January or early February, and hope to review Construction Documents this coming
March. Once again, keep your eyes on the website for notification of these events!

As the New Year dawns, we must at this time bid farewell to two incredible assets of the Emerging Professionals
Committee. 2009 marked the final year of service for both Stacey Keller and Katie Harms. It is with great respect
that the committee and region thanks these two individuals for their undying efforts in making the Central States
Region a national benchmark in Emerging Professional advocacy! Thank you again Stacey and Katie for all you
have done! You will truly be missed!

With that, we welcome in the New Year! May it be one that sees great growth and prosperity among all
professionals within our region!

Your Regional Directors: Katie, Stacey, and Matt
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